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A world where

strong, compassionate 

female leaders build an 

equitable and sustainable 

global community.

THE TRAVELING SCHOOL'S VISION —

Mission

The Traveling School amplifies 

female voices through transformative 

education to ignite positive change.

Next Generation Leaders

When young women build leadership 

skills, they become tomorrow’s 

changemakers.



When first learning to kayak, I realized early on how dynamic the river 

can be. No matter how many times you run a rapid, you never hit a 

wave the same way. You can build your skills—a strong brace, a quick 

roll and the ability to read the water—to avoid flipping. However, all the 

skills in the world aren’t enough to navigate every rapid successfully.  

In the end, it was the wonders of the rivers and my whitewater 

community, despite a few flips and inevitable swims, that kept me 

coming back. It was showing up, year after year to take on the rapids. 

And yes, it was also my husband’s advice that got me down so many 

challenging rivers—“Keep it straight and maneuver as necessary!” 

This year, that advice has stayed front and center here at The 

Traveling School. While this has been a difficult year on so many 

fronts, it is in The Traveling School’s DNA to face challenges head 

on. Over the past 18 years there have been unique situations each 

semester which require a quick roll, a strong brace or a correction 

stroke – animal bites, waiting out strikes and demonstrations, 

erupting volcanos and floods, flipped itineraries due to political Jennifer Royall, Executive Director

Dear Traveling
School Community—

strife. In these instances, we strive to make the adjustments and 

move forward—that’s what we do; that’s what we’ve always done.

 

2020 has required us all to adapt to a new set of unimaginable 

challenges. Like most of you, we’ve had to pivot, persevere, be 

patient, stay still. This pause has given The Traveling School the 

opportunity to reflect on what is at the heart of what we do—

discovering joy in learning, building community, engaging with 

people and landscapes—all this to amplify female voices to ignite 

positive change. 

We aren’t committed to just a location on a map, but to providing 

transformative educational experiences for young women. We are 

dedicated to empowering female leaders and changemakers. For 

now, we must maneuver away from international programing to 

pioneer a new domestic itinerary. This is not an ending, but instead,

a new beginning.

We are grateful to you, our Traveling School community—alumnae, 

board of directors, staff, parents, faculty and friends—for all you have 

done this year to sustain us through rough waters. We appreciate your 

uplifting words, shared resources and generous gifts. You have helped 

keep us upright and pointed straight towards our next horizon line. 

What follows are stories of your impact—the rippled effect of your 

generosity—on our most recent Traveling School graduates, on alumnae 

in college and adulthood, on those who are committed to making positive 

change. We couldn’t have weathered this past year without you. Thank 

you for joining as we embark on our newest adventure.

With gratitude & joy,

Jennifer and The Traveling School Team

Jennifer Royall,

Ecuador, 2015 

Keep it straight and maneuver

as necessary!
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TTS34

A Semester of Joy

2019 Fall semester  |  Southern Africa

The Traveling School’s 34th semester was one 

of growth and joy. A smaller group than usual 

meant 12 students and four teachers developed 

an intimate community and bonded as a family. 

They belted favorite pop tunes on the hot, 

seemingly never-ending drives through the 

desert sun...offered hugs when the

poetry written for Literature class exposed vulnerability...belly 

laughed their way through fashion shows and Thanksgiving pie.

Each young woman left the semester as a more authentic version of 

herself, ready to make positive change in the world.

“Not only did The Traveling School expand my world view, but my entire 

sense of self was expanded through my experiences.”

Skye | TTS34 Alumna

Zambia 

Botswana

Namibia

South Africa

TTS34 at a Glance

A dazzle of

adventurous

students

12

night-swim
under the stars
on the Orange

River

01

monkey invasion
of the unoccupied

Big Blue truck

01

240
academic projects

written with pencil

and paper 100
days of greetings in 

Zimbabwe's Shona

language

A pride of

inclusive and

wise faculty

04

3:45am
Earliest wake-up to

reach the summit of

Dune 45 by sunrise

"Before The Traveling School, I took my human rights for granted and sat 

comfortably with my privilege. On my semester I learned to listen. Now, I 

listen to my friends, peers and teachers of color to help fight against racial 

injustice, rather than fight without discussion first."

Cassidy | TTS34 Alumna  
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TTS35

A Test of Perseverance 

2020 Spring semester  |  South America

Our 35th semester was unlike any other. TTS35 

faculty Danika Robison tells of a semester that 

remained rooted and fruitful, even if disrupted 

by the pandemic.

“We were in the middle of an incredible Traveling School experience when 

we realized COVID-19 would abruptly transform our community.

Upending the semester as we knew it was hard.

 

Yet the rich and incredible first half allowed us to connect online based on 

the community we had become. We continued to deepen our friendships 

and explore relevant and urgent academic topics and social issues, this 

time on Zoom. Navigating the difficulties of spring 2020 alongside a 

strong community was reassuring during such uncertain times.

I’ve taught four Traveling School semesters, and the lessons of each one 

are personal, relevant and lasting. The Traveling School is an investment 

of a lifetime for students. The semester is just the beginning.”

Ecuador

Peru

Zoom

TTS35 at a Glance

Curious
students

15

Prom hosted in a 
Peruvian garage 

during lock
down

01

Strong and quick-
thinking faculty 

04

12
days of quarantine

in Peru

03
Student interviews

with national media

Themed PE 

workouts on

Zoom

07
12,841’

Highest elevation reached 

(Laguna Quilotoa crater

lake, Ecuador)

Virtual Traveling 
School

semester

1st

Danika | Four-time TTS Faculty  (TTS27, TTS29, TTS30, TTS35)
“When I said to my mom, ‘I think I changed a little on The Traveling School’ 

she replied, ‘I don’t think you changed that much, you became yourself.’” 

Kiki | TTS35 Alumna  
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Coming from Potomac, Maryland, 

Lena Belvin left home during her 

sophomore year and immersed 

herself into The Traveling School’s 

23rd semester in South America. 

Now 22 years old, Lena is in the 

Naval ROTC program at the 

University of San Diego where 

she pursues a double major in 

Mechanical Engineering and 

Physics. Her sights are set on 

becoming a Navy pilot.

Lena and her parents draw a 
direct line from her Traveling 
School semester to her current 
achievements and career path. 
Lena’s Traveling School teachers 

nurtured her love of learning and 

interest in science in a way her 

home high school never did. She 

thrived in the small class sizes 

and experiential academics her 

semester offered.  

“Lena always says she ‘is who 

she is because of The Traveling 

School.’ She gained self-

confidence and learned about 

leadership and teamwork, both 

of which helped to earn her 

place in the competitive Naval 

ROTC program.”

In August of 2020, The Belvin 

family gave a significant gift to 

The Traveling School during this 

year of uncertainty and disruption. 

“We have great confidence in the 

Traveling School's ability to adapt 

to changing circumstances. With 

that in mind, we want to ensure 

the organization is able to survive 

during these challenging times 

by supporting critical staffing and 

program costs.”

Kim and Robert give to The 

Traveling School because its 

impact is something they, and 

Lena, feel every day. 

Thank you to The Belvin Family 

for generously donating so 

that more young women can 

gain confidence to follow their 

dreams—just like Lena. 

Paying it Forward:

One Family’s Story of 
Generosity

Lena, her mother Kim and brother Thomas at Machu Picchu, 2014

 Lena in ROTC training



1,825 Days of Community 

A Traveling School semester is 105 

days long. But the bond of The 

Traveling School’s 26th semester 

has endured for 1,825 days and 

counting. 

That’s right—five years out, the 

young women of TTS26 are as tight-

knit as when they left Africa in the 

fall of 2015.

Emma ponders the close connection, 

pointing out, “It's hard to pin down 

exactly what is so special about 

this group of people. But we were 
able to build intimate connections 
through our shared experiences 
and had a commitment to love each 
other deeply.” 

Even now, they stay connected 

through a daily group chat, monthly 

video meetups and hosting in-

person reunions whenever possible 

(they’ve pulled off two so far). 

These young women hold holiday 

gift swaps, consult each other when 

making life decisions, exchange 

hand-written letters and always 

have plans in the works for when 

they’ll be together next.

Their bond solidified while on 

semester, but not because they are 

all the same. Rather, “We were a 

group with a range of personalities, 

backgrounds and passions,” 

according to Chloe. 

Malia shared that their differences 

meant everyone had something 

to offer, “whether their sense 

of humor, thought process or 

creativity, everyone had something 

to share with the rest of us."

Emma describes the connection 

they established on semester 

as, “unspoken, but electric. We 

were all in it together, and it was 

unquestioned we would remain in 

contact and stay friends.”

Simply put, TTS26 is a beautiful and 

inspiring example of the power of 

community. 

Intentional community-building is 
at the core of The Traveling School. 
It’s the foundation on which each 

semester engages in experiential 

academics, develops leadership 

skills and takes calculated risks in 

the outdoors.

The importance of community has 

come to light this year especially, as 

the world is forced to keep socially 

distanced to fight COVID-19. And 

according to Mimi and several 

others, the 14 alumnae appreciate 

each other this year more than ever.

“This community is especially 
important now because we are all 
feeling a bit more lost and isolated 
than ever before,” Mimi says. “With 

so much chaos and unpredictability, 

it's grounding to have a community 

who knows me so well!” 

During their semester, the 

supportive nature of the group 

allowed each young woman to 

expand in her own way. Katie 

says her Traveling School sisters 

empowered her to be herself and to 

dream big. Simrill learned how to be 

more flexible in the face of change. 

Chloe gained self-confidence, 

Mimi practiced resilience, and Jane 

cultivated her passion for learning 

about the world. 

And together, they all learned the 

true value of community.

Their Traveling School semester 

may have only been 15 weeks long, 

but it was just the beginning of their 

journey through life together.

"With so much chaos 
and unpredictability, 
it's grounding to have 
a community who 
knows me so well!"
Mimi | TTS26 Alumna

TTS26 reunion in 2017 

The Unbreakable Bond of TTS26

TS26 swimming in the Zambezi River, 2015



Financial Aid 
distributed

over time

2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020

$25,112 
$24,667

$6,325 $7,500 $10,687 $8,510 $10,000 $11,500 $18,500 $21,500

$75,987 

$58,645 
$52,700 

$79,300 

$130,500 
$120,500 

Largerst award given:

Average percentage of
Financial Aid students

“The Traveling School never seemed possible until I received a scholarship. 

Thank you for helping me go on a semester, for making The Traveling School 

more diverse and for changing my mind about my own possibilities. Thank you 

for your continual support of this life-changing Traveling School.”
54%

“Just because the cost of an experiential semester is expensive 

doesn’t mean it should be a white-only or privileged-only space. 

If we as a Traveling School community believe in raising up and 

empowering young women, it’s up to us to show we mean all 

young women—not just one socioeconomic cross-section.”

Cyprien | TTS16 Alumna

Together, we’re building a more diverse 
and equitable Traveling School

$1,000,000+ Financial Aid
distributed over time

Alex |  TTS34 Alumna
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We want to keep The Traveling School community alive for alumnae 

by continuing to foster the values of empowerment, curiosity and 

exploration that our semesters embedded in each of us.

Ariela | TTS22 Alumnae Council Member

Reach out to the council any time with ideas, 

updates, resources or just to connect.

Purpose and Goals:

Connect:  Engage all alumnae through organized events, reunions, 

alumnae e-newsletters and social media. 

Provide Resources:  Serve as a resource for alumnae seeking to 

connect, learn and engage.

Fundraise:  Encourage alumnae giving.

Mentor:  Connect alumnae interested in similar career paths or 

majors to establish mentoring relationships.

Guide:  Partner with office staff and Board of Directors to have a 

voice in vision and planning of the organization.

Recruit:  Support recruitment efforts for future semesters. 

➀

➃

➁
➂

➄
➅

Alumnae Council

Want to connect with
the Alumnae Council?

Ariela Martin
New York, NY

TTS22

Kaitlyn Hepburn
Washington D.C.

TTS25

Helen Wilson
Boulder, CO

TTS19

Cyprien

Pearson-Du Toit
Bay Area, CA

TTS16

Natalie Trono
New York, NY

TTS22

Instagram: @ttsalumnae  |  Email: info@travelingschool.com
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Data reflects figures from July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020.  We are committed to financial 
transparency and invite you to view full financial statements at travelingschool.com.

2019-2020 Financials

Tuition and Fees | $776,858

Donations | $231,978

Revenue and Support | $1,008,836

Revenue and
Support

Donations | $231,978

Event Income | $7,288

Foundation Grants | $18,511

In-Kind Donations | $4,925

Individual Donations | $201,254

Donations

Program | $566,335

Expenses | $916,656

Development | $124,892

Financial Aid | $120,500

Operations | $104,928

Expenses

 Students travel as a group on the Santa Cruz Trek in Peru



2019-2020 Fundraising

Funds raised: $231,978

Number of donors: 266

Number of alumnae donors: 50

Board of directors & staff giving: 100%

Annual Fundraising Growth 

The Traveling School is
Grateful forYou!

Saskia and Skye express their gratitute during TTS34

"I left my semester with a more accurate 
sense of my strengths and weaknesses, a 
clearer picture of what I was looking for in a 
college experience and an understanding of 
what kind of impact I wanted to have."

Natalie | TTS22 Alumna

2017 2018 2019 2020

$72,101 
$97,334 

$148,808 

$231,978 
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Traveling School
Supporters

2019—2020

Jeffrey Abramowitz Alumnae Parent

Steve Alexander & Devon MacLeod Alumnae Parent

Shawn Alexander
Rick Alexander
Jennifer Allen & Robert Tudek Alumnae Parent

Emily Allison
Bobbi Anderson Alumna

Scott Anderson
Willis Ashby & Karen Burch Alumnae Parent

Bernadette Aulestia & Kristian Lynch Alumnae Parent

Linda Babcock
Christine Bacon Board Member, Alumnae Parent

Bend Beyond 
Carol Bass
Tim Baxter
Kaitlin Bear & Zach Hesse Staff

Jenny & Charles Beeler Alumnae Parent

Kim & Robert Belvin Alumnae Parent

Jennifer Belz
Molly & Tyson Berndt
Malia Bertelsen Alumna

Bozeman Brewing Company
Foundant Technologies
Theodore Brin
Sarah Brin & Talon Jones
Taina Brin
Andrew & Kitty Brin
Laura Brin & Larry Peterson Staff

Margo Brookfield Alumna

Charles Brookfield Alumnae Parent

Ali Brooks Faculty

Katherine Bruce Alumna 

Thank you to all of our supporters, past and present. 
You bring The Traveling School vision to life.

Whitney & Allen Bruce Alumnae Parent

Kathryn Brunswick Alumna 
Peyton Bryant Alumna

Karen Cangiano
Ann Cannata
Daniel Center Board Member

Peter Center
Doug Chabot & Allyson Fauver
Kristen Chesebro
Marion Christ & Stephen Zavestoski Alumnae Parent

Binnie & Bill Chrysler Alumnae Parent

Kodee Cloniger
Morgan Comey Faculty

Lander & John Cooney Faculty

Katelyn Cooper Alumna

Nicole & Wes Cooper Board Member, Alumnae Parent

Duke Corliss Alumnae Parent

Dody & Jay Cox
Vacation Races
April & Lance Craighead
Karen & Dan Davis Alumnae Parent

McKinnon de Kuyper Alumna

Ed Diffendal
Jim Duffy & Lori Preston Alumnae Parent

Richard Dugas Alumnae Parent

Gar Duke & Nicole Friend
Skye Eddy Alumna 
Chris Eglian
Kristin Ellsworth
Volker Engelbert & Sheryl Engelbert Scott Alumnae Parent

Chris Ennis
Wil Escalante
Rebecca Fisher
Dana Fittante & Shawn Stockman Alumnae Parent

Farmer's Daughters Café
Runners Edge
David & Mika Frechette Alumnae Parent

Beverly & Gordon Gay Alumnae Parent

Ian Godwin Board Member

Caroline Goodman Faculty

Laurie Grusonik
Marilyn & Dan Guggenheim
McKinley Hall Alumna

Kristine & James Hall Alumnae Parent

Carolyn & Jeff Hamilton Alumnae Parent

Jim & Joan Hammer
Walter & Susan Hannah Alumnae Parent

Laura Hannah: Board Member Alumna 

Casandra Harris Alumna

Jennifer Hawkins Alumnae Parent
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2019—2020 Traveling School Supporters

Cecilia Heck Alumna

Kaitlyn Hepburn Alumna, Alumnae Council

Coleman & Shelby Herrod
Michelle Hiskey Alumnae Parent

Rich Hohne
Laura & Peter Holland Alumnae Parent

Jules Holland
Paul House
Tony Hoyt
Mary Hubbard
Geoff & Jodie James Alumnae Parent

Erin Johnson Alumna

Kathryn & Matthew Johnson Alumna

Susan & Ted Johnson Alumnae Parent

Rachel Johnson Faculty

Madeleine Johnson Staff, Faculty

Owen M Johnson Family Foundation
Scott & Elizabeth Johnson
Enso Natural Medicine
Bob & Vannette Kanna
Katabatic Brewing Co
Mira Kautzky & Keith Flaherty Alumnae Parent

KEEN Footwear
Lynn Kelting-Gibson
Brian Kirkpatrick & Bettina von Hagen Alumnae Parent

BJ Kirschhoffer
Trace & Ben Klein Staff

Nordic Brew Works
Leah Knickerbocke Faculty

Janice & Collen Knickerbocker
Allegra La Ferr Alumna

Marvin & Kay Lansverk Alumnae Parent

2020 IR Donor Names
Jessica Leafmeeker Alumna

Sarada Leavitt Alumna

Matt & Cheryl Lewis
Susannah Lickus Alumna

Kelly & Gates Lloyd Alumnae Parent

Chloe Loeffelholz Alumna

Whitney Lonsdale Faculty
Walter Love & Margaret Webb Alumnae Parent

Megan Lykkehoy Alumna

Wade & Nancy Lykkehoy Board Member, Alumnae Parent

Anders Lykkehoy
Kara MacCullough & Francis Pelly Alumnae Parent

Alexandra Mack Faculty

Emily Mallory Board Member, Faculty 

B. Lee & Susan Mallory
Julie Mansisidor & Chris Ewers
Ariela Martin Alumna, Alumnae Council
Ellie Martin Board Member
Susan & James Martin
John McBride & Loretta Pendergrast Alumnae Parent

Jay & Mary McCarley Alumnae Parent

Mark McCarroll Alumnae Parent

Jenae McCarroll Board Member, Faculty, Alumna

Scott McCauley
Ann McClellan
Martha McCluskey & Carl Nightingale Alumnae Parent

Mbali McCluskey-Nightingale Alumna

Rob McConaghy Alumnae Parent

Dalton & Brian McCurdy
Christi McDermott Coubrough & Drew Coubrough
Evy McElmeel & Jan Hirschmann
Sarah McLean Alumna

Tom & Kathy McLean Alumnae Parent

Kate McMahon & Lyman Smith Faculty

Philip McManus & Betsy Fairbanks Alumnae Parent

Eliza McNair Alumna

Martha Mealy & Janet Bixby Alumnae Parent

Molly Melzer
The Pumpkin Hill Foundation
Susan Meyer
Blanche Rose Miller
Stephanie Miskell & Mark Lickus Alumnae Parent

Judith Miskell
Wendy & Paul Moniz Alumnae Parent
Big Sky Resort
Montana Whitewater
Amanda Morasch
Mary Reid Munford Faculty
Renata Munfrada
Beverley & Bob Murphy Alumnae Parent
Mary Nada
Chico Hot Springs 
Florence Nauleau Alumnae Parent
Mary Ann Nielsen
Melissa & David Noah Alumnae Parent
Hannah Noyes Alumna
Rachel & Drew Noyes Alumnae Parent
Maggie O'Brien Alumna
James & Julie O'Brien Alumnae Parent
Diane Ongaro
Gail Payne
Kent & Annie Penfield Alumnae Parent
David Pitser Alumnae Parent
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Tara Prendergast Alumna

Laura Kohler & Steve Proudman Alumnae Parent

Meghan Quinlan Alumna

Charlotte Rasmussen & Jim Holloway Alumnae Parent

Red Ants Pants
Laura Rhodes
DreamCatcher Foundation, Inc
Greta Robison Alumna

Chandra & Gil Rosenthal Alumnae Parent

Stacey & Craig Roth Alumnae Parent

Aubree Roth
Jennifer Royall Staff, Faculty

Lili Ruane Alumnae Parent

Price Ryder Alumna

Jessica Sartain
Amatics
Charlotte Scharfenberg Alumna

Laura Scharfenberg Alumnae Parent

Andrea & Mike Schaub
Courtney Scherting Alumna

Rachel Schmidt
Molly Schoberl Alumna

Jon & Jolene Selby Alumnae Parent

Dave Sharp Alumnae Parent

Mary Sharp Alumnae Parent

Pete Shatwell
Eila Shea Alumna

John & Sheila Shea Board Member, Alumnae Parent

Susan Sheard
Lindsay Siegert
Oboz Footwear
Mark Sinsky & Elizabeth Arrington Alumnae Parent

Cameron Smail & Wendy Willoughby Alumnae Parent

Meredith Smith & Robin Carton Alumnae Parent

Karen Smith
Susan Bogenschutz Stark
State of Montana
Genny Stich
Augusta Stockman Alumna

Beverly Stonecypher
Berit and Gregg Stover Alumnae Parent

Justin Stowers
William & Caroline Symington Alumnae Parent

Anna Taft Faculty

Meghann Teague Board Member

Caroline Thacker Alumna 

Isabelle & Strom Thacker Alumnae Parent

Aunge Thomas Staff, Faculty

Alice Thomas
Bruce & Victoria Thomas
Oxbow Brewing Company
Anna Thompson Alumna

Sarah Tidd & Will Tid
Hope & Matt Timberlake Alumnae Parent

Brittiny Townsend
Natalie Trono Alumna, Alumnae Council

Steve & Monique Trono Alumnae Parent

Suzanne Truman
Leeya Tudek Alumna
Treeline Coffee Roasters
Michelle and Chris Varrin Alumnae Parent

Cassidy Vawter Alumna 

Ann & Robert Vawter Alumnae Parent

Pips Veazey Alumnae Parent

Emelia von Saltza Alumna

Suzi Spector & Carl von Saltza Alumnae Parent

Eleanor Waterhouse Alumna

Heather Weas Alumna

Jeff Welch & Kelly Niles Alumnae Parent

Lydia Welp Alumna
Michael Wickes
Amber Williams
Helen Wilson Alumna

Kathy & Gary Wilson Alumnae Parent

Melissa Wolfson
Sydney Yang Alumna

Courtney Yang Alumna

Stewart & Marlene Yang Alumnae Parent

Dave Zinn

 

2019—2020 Traveling School Supporters
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Administrative Staff

Executive Director & Head of School

Jennifer Royall

Academic Dean & Program Director

Aunge Thomas 

Development Director

Laura Brin 

Admissions & Program Coordinator

Kaitlin Bear 

Recruiting & Marketing Coordinator

Maddie Johnson

Office Manager

Trace Klein

Faculty / TTS34

Arden Simone Program Coordinator

Alexandra Mack* Logistics Coordinator

Maddie Johnson* Academic Teacher

Erin Schaberg Academic Teacher

Board of Directors

Emily Mallory  President

Meghann Teague Vice President

Nicole Cooper Treasurer

Laura Hannah Secretary

Chris Bacon

Dan Center

Ian Godwin*

Nancy Lykkehoy

Ellie Martin

Jenae McCarroll

Paul Moniz

John Shea

*Served on Board of Directors until 2020. 

Thank you for your dedication and service to 

The Traveling School. 

*Returning faculty member

Faculty / TTS35

Danika Robison* Program Coordinator

Alexandra Mack* Logistics Coordinator

Lauren Miranda Academic Teacher

Erin Schaberg* Academic Teacher

People

Overseas Partners

Redpoint Resolutions

Southern Africa

Mango African Safaris

Tembo Expeditions

African Leadership Academy

Lingua Adventures

Denis Goldberg Foundation

Roc-N-Rope

(Soko, Samukwangye & Wilma)

(Toni Sylvester)

(Alex & Gustav)

South America

Travel Café 

Humberto Puga

Establo de Tomas 

Puma Adventures

Jenaro Yupanqui

Tandana Foundation

Pamblino Farm
(Maria & Oliver Torres)

(Sonia, Tomas & Gerson)

 Soko and Samukwangye take some time for the camera in Namibia



(406) 586-3096

info@thetravelingschool.com

Want to learn more, tell your story or donate? Give us a call or drop us a line anytime!

Empowering young women to
spark change in the world.


