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T H E  T R A V E L I N G  S C H O O L  M I S S I O N

To enrich the lives of teenage girls with an 
enduring educational experience focusing on 
overseas exploration, academic challenges, 
expanded outdoor skills, and a deeper 
engagement with the world. 

“THE TRAVELING SCHOOL OPENED THE WORLD 
FOR ME, AND DARED ME TO ENTER.”

SARAH BRENNE, TTS12
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The silver semester is a milestone for The Traveling 
School. Who would think this bold idea to provide high 
school girls with an inspiring international academic 
experience would ever get this far? Folks said it couldn’t 
be done . . . but now, 25 semesters later, The Traveling 
School is clearly thriving. From our first fledgling years 
struggling to fill trips to this past year’s full enrollment of 
32 students with a waiting list, we are firmly rooted as a 
semester school.  After 13 years, we remain committed 
to our founding vision: to create a transformational 
academic experience for young women.  

We’re not afraid to think small and deliver a big 
impact. Sixteen students per semester. Four teachers. 
Two regions of the world. Custom built textbooks. Since 
2003, we work with the same friends in the same places. 
Twenty five semesters in, these details add up, and our 
students return home engaged in their own learning and 
ready to make a difference. Today our Traveling School 
community is anchored by 280 alumnae.  These young 
women continue to share their Traveling School stories 
and experiences. Their sisters and friends follow, and 
the community blooms. This year marks our first steps 
to build an alumnae network to connect these powerful 
females across semesters. 

We value relationships. The Traveling School has made 
friends all over the world. We meet in campgrounds, on 
rivers, in the market, and on tours. Learning happens in 
all these places; classes are designed around the people 

we meet and the places we travel. Everyone has a story, 
and our girls come to realize they are surrounded by a 
reference library of primary sources. The relationships 
and stories are unquestionably what our students value 
most at the end of a semester. They’re hooked. The 
world is forever their classroom. We continue to draw 
inspiration from and collaborate with a team of over 
40 teachers who care deeply about the future of TTS. 
Parents, teachers and friends share their homes, their 
cars, their resources, talents and gifts. Our Board of 
Directors is intimately connected ensuring The Traveling 
School inspires the next generation of young women.

We continue to hone what we do. If you have any 
feedback to share, please contact us. You are the reason 
we are still here 25 semesters later. 

With sincere gratitude,

With powerful voices Widened perspectives Inspired to learn

Able to adapt and take risks Engaged with the world

Jennifer Royall, Head of School
jroyall@travelingschool.com

F R O M  T H E  H E A D  O F  S C H O O L

B U I L D I N G  F E M A L E  L E A D E R S
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2,625 19 Innumerable

280 $529,689 Limitless

46 6,750

4 8,792

T T S 2 4  S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A

T T S 2 5  C E N T R A L  A M E R I C A

“TTS will open worlds that you never even thought 
existed, and will teach you not only how many galaxies 
there are outside of you but also how many there are 
inside of you.”

“My Traveling School experience led me to become a 
more confident, inspired and curious young woman, 
and I finally feel as though I have the skills to be a 
successful leader.”

Days Overseas Countries Explored Trails hiked, rivers paddled, cliffs 
rappelled, lives transformed.

Inspired Alumnae Financial Aid Awarded Conversations initiated, relationships 
built, global citizens created.

“You are going to look at education in 
a whole new light and see yourself 
making a mark in the world.”

Faculty Role Models Classes Taught

Passionate Full Time Staff Community Service Hours

I N S P I R E D  T O  L E A R N

—CLAUDIA AMEIJEIRAS,  TTS24

—SHARLEEN GARCIA,  TTS25
—KATY HUMPHRIES ,  TTS25

S I N C E  2 0 0 3
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E N G A G E D  W I T H  T H E  W O R L D

The Traveling School experience impacts our student’s entire lives, not just the 15 weeks they spend with us. 
These young women take charge of their futures, are able to adapt, and are willing to take risks. Our alumnae study 
international development and global health, work for Internet startups, attend medical school, write code for Google, 
work for nonprofits, and volunteer for the Peace Corps. They are doctors, actresses, students, teachers, entrepreneurs, 
nurses, photographers and mothers. Their Traveling School experience continues to guide their decisions and 
interactions with the world.

“As far as preparation goes, The Traveling School 
prepared me better than grad school. I  draw on the 
skills I  learned during my semester with TTS more 

than I draw on my teaching or study skills. TTS 
taught me to approach unfamiliar situations with 
a patient and open heart. TTS showed me how to 

make meaningful connections with people who are 
different from me. TTS helped me refine my attitude 

and perspective in daily l ife. These are the skills 
that I  have found truly make a difference.”

After earning her Master’s degree at Will iam and Mary College, Sarah 
currently resides in Gunma, Japan and works for the JET (Japan 
Exchange and Teaching) Program as an Assistant Language Teacher. 

SARAH GASPARI, TTS14O U R  G R O W I N G 
A L U M N A E  N E T W O R K 

In 2015 The Traveling School launched an Alumnae 
Council, celebrated alumnae philanthropy with an online 
day of giving and hosted our first East Coast reunion. 
We look forward to the first alumnae trip this coming 
summer. 25 semesters later, our alumnae count 280 
strong; The Traveling School alumnae network is more 
powerful than ever.
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Shannon Ongaro - President
Julie Mansisidor - Vice President
Daniel Center - Treasurer
Molly Berndt - Secretary
Nancy Lykkehoy
Kirsten Smith
Genevieve Walsh

as of June 30, 2015

Sarah White - Academic Program Director
Beth Billington - Logistical Program Director
Mary Reid Munford - Academic Teacher
Katelin Ryan - Academic Teacher
Quinn Mawhinney - Alumna Teaching Intern

F A L L  S E M E S T E R ,  T T S 2 4 S P R I N G  S E M E S T E R ,  T T S 2 5

Sarah White - Academic Program Director
Victoria Cavanaugh - Logistical Program Director
Meredith Bannon - Academic Teacher
Maya von Wodtke - Academic Teacher
Laurel Major - Alumna Teaching Intern

Jennifer Royall - Head of School
Leah Knickerbocker - Development Director
Aunge Thomas - Dean of Students and Faculty
Price Klaas - Registrar and Business Manager

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

F A C U L T Y

S T A F F

Financial Audit and Form 990 available at travelingschool.com

Data Reflects Figures From July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015

2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5  F I N A N C I A L  H I G H L I G H T S

REVENUE

 $730,853  $684,00690.4%
Tuition & Fees

Program

Individual Gifts  
& Foundation Grants

Financial Aid

Investment Income

Operations

Development

77%

$660,969

$527,331

$68,664

$61,478

$1,220

$54,219

$40,978

9.4%

9%

0.2%

8%

6%

USE OF  FUNDS

1 0 1 1



T H A N K  Y O U
G R A C I A S ,  D A N K I E ,  Y U P A Y C H A N I ,  S I Y A B O N G A

It is with sincere gratitude that we thank our donors, 
who have supported The Traveling School. This year 
marked a giant step towards cultivating sustainable 
funding for The Traveling School. We raised $68,664 
from 160 generous donors. Our alumnae giving is on 
the rise, with a record 32 donors, and our parent giving 
spans the semesters from TTS1 to TTS27. Financial 

aid awards grew 15%, and we invested in our excellent 
faculty and staff through increased salaries and benefits. 
Looking forward, our financial aid goal is to distribute 
$100,000 in 2018 to an increasingly diverse group of 
young women. Together we will continue to provide 
teenage girls with challenges, inspiration and motivation 
to make a difference in the world. 

Shawn Alexander
Laurel Allison
Amazon Smile Foundation
Bobbi Anderson, Alumna TTS19
Jan Anderson
Anonymous (3)
Mikal Begnoche
Adam Bennett
Judy Bennett
Lawrence & Diane Berman, Parents TTS10
Molly Berndt, Board Secretary
Tyson Berndt
Beth Billington, Faculty
Charles & Holly Bondurant, Parents TTS21
Ruth Bondurant, Alumna TTS21
Katherine Boyk
Charles Brookfield, Parent TTS14, 17
Margo Brookfield, Alumna TTS14, 17
Elissa Brown
Tara Brungardt
Brian & Marsha Burgeson, Parents TTS12
Ann Cannata
Christopher Carter
Daniel Center, Board Treasurer
Binnie & Bill Chrysler, Parents TTS25
Phoebe Coburn, Alumna TTS14
Lander Cooney, Former Board Member & Faculty
Thomas Cooney
Country Bookshelf
Norine Culotta

D O N O R S

Mikaela Winters DiBerardinis, Alumna TTS6
Patrick Delashmutt, Parent TTS22
Betsy de Leiris
Leslie Dominick
Kelly & Gary Dorn, Parents TTS24
Emerson Grill
Deans & Peter Fawcett, Parents TTS23
Rialin Flores
Kara Francis, Alumna TTS12
Michael & Marsha Gaspari, Parents TTS14
Sarah Gaspari, Alumna TTS14
Kya Goldschlager, Alumna TTS8
Caroline Goodman, Former Faculty
Marilyn Guggenheim
Jim & Joan Hammer, Former Staff
Lindsey Harlan
Karen & Graham Hawkes, Parents TTS25
Cecilia Heck, Alumna TTS16
Andrew Hedrick
Kathleen Humphries, Alumna TTS25
Shannon Jakes, Former Faculty
Elizabeth & Aaron James
Annalise Johnson, Alumna TTS21
Bruce & Laura Johnson, Parents TTS6, 8, 9, 10, 17, 18
The Johnsons
Sally Kane & Tony Prendergast, Parents TTS6
Tara Kane-Prendergast, Alumna TTS6
Walter Kirn, Parent TTS23
BJ Kirschhoffer
Guy & Ann Klaas

Anonymous (1)
Rick Alexander, Former Board Member
Willis & Karen Ashby, Parents TTS15
Jenny & Charles Beeler, Former Board Member
Ed Diffendal, Former Board Member
Kristine & James Hall, Parents TTS25
Jane Kudrna
Randy & Shelley La Ferr, Former Board Member, Parents TTS14
Nancy & Wade Lykkehoy, Board Member, Parents TTS20

Julie Mansisidor & Chris Ewers, Board Member
Judith Miskell, Grandparent TTS23
Stephanie Miskell & Mark Lickus, Parents TTS23
Beverley & Bob Murphy, Parents TTS25
Rachel & Drew Noyes, Parents TTS25
Diane Ongaro
Shannon Ongaro, Board President, Former Faculty
William Roper & Barbara Ganley, Parents TTS5
Berit & Greg Stover, Parents TTS24

The following donors have set themselves apart by making leadership gifts this year. Thank you in helping us provide transformative 
experiences for our students.

L E A D E R S H I P  D O N O R S

Price Klaas, Staff
Jan & Collen Knickerbocker
Leah Knickerbocker, Staff, Former Faculty
Brent & Deborah Knight, Parents TTS24
Allegra La Ferr, Alumna TTS14
Ellen Lamm, Parent TTS23
Therese Landefeld, Parent TTS26
Jessica Leafmeeker, Alumna TTS18
Robin Lesser-Simon & David Simon, Parents TTS23
Whitney Lonsdale, Former Faculty
Kathleen & Chris Mara, Parents TTS1
John McBride & Loretta Pendergrast, Parents TTS22
McDermott Financial Services, PC
Evy McElmeel & Jan Hirschmann
Julieann McGarry
Mida McKenrick, Alumna TTS6
Laurie McKinney
Tom & Kathy McLean, Parents TTS25
Eliza McNair, Alumna TTS21
Susan Meyer
Chrissie Monaghan, Former Faculty
Mary Reid Munford, Faculty
Jennifer Murray, Parent TTS25
Madeline Murray, Alumna TTS25
Heather Musselman
Julie Nettere, Parent TTS19
Maggie O’Brien, Alumna TTS21
Oracle Corporation Matching Gifts Program
Sara Orchard
Amy Pakula
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L I S T  O F  D O N O R S

facebook.com/thetravelingschool

@thetravelschool

@thetravelingschool

youtube.com/thetravelingschool

D O N O R S

Jane Pine
Marley Pine, Alumna TTS24
Renae & Jon Pine, Parents TTS24
David Pitser, Parent TTS12, 13
Lily Proudman, Alumna TTS16
Steve Proudman & Laura Kohler, Parents TTS16
Jennifer Royall, Head of School
Katelin Ryan, Faculty
Charlotte Scharfenberg, Alumna TTS23
Laura Scharfenberg, Parent TTS23, 26
Jolene Selby, Parent TTS16, 19
Rosemary & Dino Seppi, Parents TTS25, 26
Susan Sheard
Amy Shellenberger
Cameron Smail & Wendy Willoughby, Parents TTS13
Kirsten Smith, Board Member
Barbara Snyder, Parents TTS10, 11
Susan Stark
Sydney Steans-Gail, Alumna TTS24
Diana & Marcus Stevens, Parents TTS15
Justin Stowers
Janis Strout
Ava Swanson, Alumna TTS24
Jackie & Dan Swanson, Parents TTS24
Alice Symington, Alumna TTS14
William & Caroline Symington, Parents TTS14
Anna Taft, Former Faculty
Isabelle & Strom Thacker, Parents TTS27

This list reflects donations made to The Traveling School between July 1, 2014 and June 30, 2015. We 
have made every effort to ensure this list is complete and accurate.  We apologize for any errors or 
omissions. Please contact us with any corrections at 406-586-3096 or info@travelingschool.com

Aunge Thomas, Staff, Former Faculty
Bruce Thomas
Kathleen & Robert Tournour, Parents TTS25
Emelia von Saltza, Alumna TTS21
Alexa Wagner, Alumna TTS14
Genevieve Walsh, Board Member, Former Faculty
Angie Weikert
Kathryn Whitehead, Alumna TTS21
Abigail Wilson, Alumna TTS20, 21
Helen Wilson, Alumna TTS19
Morgan Wilson, Alumna TTS14
Julie Wynn & Amy Waterhouse, Parents TTS22
Kathy Young
Laura Young
Dave Zinn 

“We truly believe one of the most important gifts we 
can give our children is a sense that they belong to a 
larger world; that they’re global citizens. Teenagers, in 
particular, need to feel that there is a vast world out there 
to which they belong. The Traveling School sets the stage 
for helping young people see the possibilities beyond 
their own communities, states, and national borders. 
Never has there been a time when this is more important!”

GIFTS WERE MADE IN HONOR OF THE FOLLOWING 
INDIVIDUALS THIS YEAR:
Eliza McNair, Alumna TTS21
John Cooney
Pat and Charlene Nihill

GIFTS WERE MADE IN MEMORY OF THE FOLLOWING 
INDIVIDUALS THIS YEAR:
Barbara Kudrna

N KIND
Alissa Farley
Emerson Grill
Fly Free Designs, Morena Garcia, Alumna TTS6
Rick Alexander 
Todd M. Schilling Design

FOUNDATIONS & GRANTS
David Nathan Meyerson Foundation
Owen M Johnson Family Foundation
Pumpkin Hill Foundation

The Traveling School is a 501c3 organization. 
EIN 81-0544729

—VALORIE SCHAEFER & RICHARD BOCK,  PARENTS TTS241 4 1 5To support our work: www.travelingschool.com/donate

http://facebook.com/thetravelingschool
https://twitter.com/thetravelschool
https://instagram.com/thetravelingschool/
http://youtube.com/thetravelingschool
http://www.travelingschool.com/donate
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PO Box 7058
Bozeman, MT 59771
406.586.3096
www.travelingschool.com 
info@travelingschool.com


