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2016 Impact Report

I N S P I R E .  E N G A G E .  E M P O W E R .



O U R  M I S S I O N

The Traveling School empowers young women 
academically, physically, and culturally through  
an experiential overseas high school semester. 

With  
powerful voices

Inspired  
to learn

Able to adapt 
and take risks Engaged with  

widened perspectives

B U I L D I N G  G L O B A L  F E M A L E  L E A D E R S
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After 27 semesters, The Traveling School is more committed than ever 
to the power of relationships both here at home and in the international 
communities we visit.

Over 300 Traveling School alumnae are spread across the globe. 

These young women exhibit confidence in their opinions.

They think critically about important issues.

They are flexible in their thinking and seek a variety of perspectives. 

And they have communication skills to resolve conflict and develop 
respectful interactions with others.

With your continued support, think about how many more girls’ lives we 
could touch in the years ahead. 

Girls from your community. Think about the combined positive impact they 
will bring to your hometown and to our world.

Thank you for believing in the future of our young female leaders,

Jennifer Royall, Head of School

jroyall@travelingschool.com

F R O M  T H E  H E A D  O F  S C H O O L

N O W ,  M O R E  T H A N  E V E R ,  O U R  W O R L D  N E E D S 
I T S  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  T O  B E  G L O B A L L Y  M I N D E D  
A N D  E N G A G E D  L O C A L L Y . 

Y O U ,  A S  S U P P O R T E R S  O F  T H E  T R A V E L I N G  S C H O O L ,  
A R E  A C T I V E L Y  C U L T I V A T I N G  E N G A G E M E N T ,  L E A D E R S H I P  
A N D  C O N F I D E N C E  I N  Y O U N G  W O M E N .

“Today we are in South Africa getting the 
opportunity to meet and talk to a major 
contributor in South Africa’s freedom 
struggle. This is this type of experiential 
learning that can only be found at The 
Traveling School. In depth and personal 
learning gained through conversations 
with people around us and “reading the 
world” has vastly enhanced my high 
school education experience.”

CA R O L I N E  S H A R P, A LU M N A 2 0 1 5

T R A N S F O R M A T I O N A L 
A C A D E M I C S

54

jroyall@travelingschool.com


C U L T U R A L  E N G A G E M E N T

“When we climbed the glacier in 
Bolivia, it was really difficult - waking 
up so early, hiking in the dark at 
altitude. But making it to the top of 
the glacier was indescribable. We 
all supported each other every step 
of the way. This semester made 
me want to accomplish challenging 
activities and enjoy the hard parts 
too, because in the end it is better to 
try than to regret.”

E M M A N AU L E AU, A LU M N A 2 0 1 6

“On the plane home from my Traveling School semester, I sat next to a girl who only spoke Spanish. She was about 
my age. Before The Traveling School, I would have just smiled at her and not spoken for the rest of the flight. But, The 
Traveling School not only gave me more confidence in speaking Spanish, it also made me want to try and connect 
more with people. We spoke very briefly, and it seemed to make her more relaxed having someone who spoke her 
language and could help her order a drink. Even though I had officially left The Traveling School behind, I still wanted 
to use what I learned and not just revert back to pre-Traveling School me.”

SY LV I A P E N F I E L D, A LU M N A 2 0 1 6

O U T D O O R  
A D V E N T U R E
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They were extremely engaged 
in their learning during their 
Traveling School semester.

*Self reported responses from end of semester survey sent to Fall 2015 and Spring 2016 students 
**Self reported responses from end of semester survey sent to Fall 2015 and Spring 2016 parents

Their Traveling School semester  
improved their ability to:

• Think critically

• �Exhibit confidence in their own 
opinions

• Develop personal leadership skills

• Adapt to new situations

• �Develop respectful interactions 
with others

The Traveling School semester 
increased their daughter’s:

• Confidence

• Perseverance

• Flexibility

• Willingness to fail

C U L T I V A T I N G  E N G A G E M E N T ,  
L E A D E R S H I P ,  A N D  C O N F I D E N C E

O F  S T U D E N T S  
R E P O R T *

O F  S T U D E N T S  
R E P O R T *

O F  P A R E N T S  
R E P O R T **

P O W E R F U L  L E A D E R S H I P

“The Traveling School has taught me how to believe in myself and be curious about the world around me. I came on the 
semester with little confidence but the Traveling School community has shown me my voice matters.”

K I R A W I L L I A M S, A LU M N A 2 0 1 5

94% 100% 100%
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Shannon Ongaro - President

Julie Mansisidor - Vice President

Daniel Center - Treasurer

Molly Berndt - Secretary

Kirsten Smith

Nancy Lykkehoy

Emily Mallory

as of June 30, 2016

Beth Billington - Academic Program Director

Elsie Thomson- Logistical Program Director

Bekah Hykan - Academic Teacher

Quinn Mawhinney - Academic Teacher

F A L L  S E M E S T E R ,  T T S 2 6 S P R I N G  S E M E S T E R ,  T T S 2 7

Elsie Thomson - Academic Program Director

Danika Robinson - Logistical Program Director

Clara Maeder - Academic Teacher

Rachel Johnson - Academic Teacher

Quinn Mawhinney - Visiting Teacher

Jennifer Royall - Head of School

Leah Knickerbocker - Development Director

Aunge Thomas - Dean of Students and Faculty

Price Klaas - Operations Manager & Enrollment Coordinator

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

F A C U L T Y

S T A F F

Financial Audit and Form 990 available at travelingschool.com

Data Reflects Figures From July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016

2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6  F I N A N C I A L  H I G H L I G H T S

REVENUE

 $810,023  $762,641

86%
Tuition & Fees

Program

Individual Gifts  
& Foundation Grants

Financial Aid

Operations

Development

73%

$710,315

$555,863

$99,708

$77,000

$48,436

$81,342

14%

10%

6.4%

10.6%

USE  OF  FUNDS

1 0 1 1



W H A T  Y O U  A C C O M P L I S H E D  T H I S  Y E A R

$99,708 206 47 25%
funds raised alumnae donors spanning  

21 semesters
donors growth in financial aid

Gigi Aelbers
Shawn Alexander
Amazon Smile
Bobbi Anderson, Alumna TTS19
Anonymous (12)
Shelley Bailey
Claire Baker
Carol Bass
Kim & Robert Belvin, Parents TTS23
Judy & Dave Bennett
Adam Bennett
Molly & Tyson Berndt, Board Member
Lei-Anna & Troy Bertelsen, Parents TTS26
Malia Bertelsen, Alumna TTS26
Beth Billington, Faculty
Ruth Bondurant, Alumna TTS21
Bozeman Brewing Company
Charles Brookfield, Parent TTS14, 17
Margo Brookfield, Alumna TTS14, 17
Paul & Betsy Brunswick, Parents TTS23
Ann Cannata
Daniel Center, Board Member
Doug Chabot
Sueminn Cho, Alumna TTS8
Binnie & Bill Chrysler, Parents TTS25
Phoebe Coburn, Alumna TTS14
Lander Cooney, Former Board Member,  

Former Faculty
Nicole & Wes Cooper, Parents TTS28
Mark Costley, Parent TTS29
April Craighead
DA Davidson Employee Matching Gifts Program
Seabring & Colin Davis, Parents TTS27
Scott & Donna de Kuyper, Parents TTS11, 16
Mikaela DiBerardinis, Alumna TTS6
Gar Duke & Nicole Friend
Annie Eby, Alumna TTS3, 6

D O N O R S

Joy Eiland
Volker Engelbert & Sheryl Engelbert Scott,  

Parents TTS23
Betty Evenson, Grandparent, TTS26
Deans & Peter Fawcett, Parents TTS23
Hilary Fetter Hohne & Rich Hohne
Allegra Fisher, Former Faculty
Terrye Fowler
Kimberly & Ryan Franke
Rachel Glaser, Alumna TTS26
Lise Glaser & Thomas Nielsen, Parents TTS26
Caroline Goodman, Former Faculty
Lynn Grassell
Juliana Greene, Alumna TTS22
Marilyn Guggenheim
Kristine & James Hall, Parents TTS25
Jim & Joan Hammer, Former Staff
Laura Hannah, Alumna TTS1, 4
Jennifer Hawkins, Parent TTS25
James & Laura Heck, Parents TTS16
Coleman Herrod
Michelle Hiskey, Parent TTS26
Glenn & Laurie Hockett, Parents TTS20
Julie Hoyme
Tom Hughes
Geoff & Jodie James, Parents TTS25
Elizabeth James
Sarah Janicki
Bruce & Laura Johnson, Former Board Member, 

Parents TTS6, 8, 9, 10, 17, 18
Erin Johnson, Alumna TTS6, 8
Virginia Johnston
Joe Josephson
Tara Kane-Prendergast, Alumna TTS6
Katabatic Brewing Company
Brenna Kelleher, Former Faculty
John & Cordy Gould Kelly, Parents TTS12

Rick Alexander, Former Board Member
Anonymous (1)
Willis Ashby & Karen Birch, Parents TTS15
Jenny & Charles Beeler, Former Board Member
Victoria Cavanaugh, Former Faculty
Christi & Drew Coubrough
Ed Diffendal, Former Board Member
Michael & Marsha Gaspari, Parents TTS14 & Former Board Member

Laura Kohler & Steve Proudman, Parents TTS16
Randy & Shelley La Ferr, Parents TTS14 & Former Board Member
Nancy & Wade Lykkehoy, Parents TTS20 & Board Member
Michelle McCarthy, Parent TTS25
Julie Mansisidor & Chris Ewers, Board Member
Judith Miskell, Grandparent TTS23
Diane Ongaro
Cameron Smail & Wendy Willoughby, Parents TTS13

The following donors have set themselves apart by making leadership gifts this year. Thank you in helping us provide transformative experiences for our students.

L E A D E R S H I P  D O N O R S

BJ Kirschhoffer
Ann & Guy Klaas
Price Klaas, Staff
Janice & Collen Knickerbocker
Leah Knickerbocker, Staff, Former Faculty
Kurt Koenemann
Aline Koppel
Jane Kudrna
Allegra La Ferr, Alumna TTS14
Elizabeth Landefeld, Alumna TTS26
Marvin & Kay Lansverk, Parents TTS6
Allison Lansverk, Alumna TTS6
Marisa Larson
Michael & Danielle Lawrence, Parents TTS24
Jessica Leafmeeker, Alumna TTS18
Susannah Lickus, Alumna TTS23
James Loeffelholz, Parent TTS26
Chloe Loeffelholz, Alumna TTS26
Ruby Loeffelholz, Future Student TTS31
Megan Lykkehoy, Alumna TTS20
Anders Lykkehoy, Brother TTS20
Melba Lykkehoy, Grandparent TTS20
B.Lee & Susan Mallory
Emily Mallory, Board Member, Former Faculty
Quinn Mawhinney, Alumna TTS8, Former Faculty
John McBride & Loretta Pendergrast, 

 Parents TTS22
Evy McElmeel & Jan Hirschmann
Mida McKenrick, Alumna TTS6
Emily & Sam McNair, Parents TTS21
Kirk Michels
Laurel Miller
Stephanie Miskell & Mark Lickus, Board Member, 

Parents TTS23
Chrissie Monaghan, Former Faculty
Amanda Morasch
Mary Reid Munford, Former Faculty

Florence Nauleau, Parent TTS27
Ashley Nettles
Storm Norick
Mimi Norton de Matos, Alumna TTS26
Adrienn Olson, Parent TTS23
Shannon Ongaro, Board Member, Former Faculty
Oracle Corporation Matching Gifts Program
Sara Orchard & Ben Swartz
Emma Owens, Alumna TTS26
Katie Pidgeon
David Pitser, Parent TTS12, 13
Patricia Purvis
Laura Rhodes
Alyson Roberts
Paul & Jill Robinson, Parents TTS26
Greta Robison, Alumna TTS13
Kim Robison
Erin Ross, Parent TTS8, 11
Jennifer Royall, Head of School, Former Faculty
Morgan Scarr
Laura Scharfenberg, Parent TTS23, 26
Charlotte Scharfenberg, Alumna TTS23
Todd Schilling
Jon & Jolene Selby, Parents TTS16, 19
Erica Selby, Alumna TTS16, 19
Rosemary & Dino Seppi, Parents TTS25, 26
Bella Seppi, Alumna TTS25
Toni Seppi, Alumna TTS26
Caroline Sharp, Alumna TTS26
David Sharp, Parent TTS26
Mary Sharp, Parent TTS26
Susan Sheard
David & Kirby Sheridan, Parents TTS15
Spencer Simensen
Kirsten Smith, Board Member
Simrill Smith, Alumna TTS26
Lisa & Matt Spader, Parents TTS291 2 1 3



L I S T  O F  D O N O R S

D O N O R S

This list reflects donations made to The Traveling School between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016. Please contact us 
with any corrections: 406.586.3096 or info@travelingschool.com

Sierra Spader, Future Student TTS29
Sue & Matt Stark
Robin Steans & Leonard Gail, Parents TTS24
Timothy Stevens & Amy Titgemeier-Stevens,  

Parents TTS23
Grace Stopher, Alumna TTS11, 12
Sarah Stover, Alumna TTS24
Justin Stowers
Jackie & Dan Swanson, Parents TTS24
Ava Swanson, Alumna TTS24
Deborah Syverson
Anna Taft, Former Faculty
Bob & Hope Taft
Bennett Taylor
Meghann Teague Getts
Isabelle & Strom Thacker, Parents TTS27
Laurie Thal, Parent TTS11, 12
Bruce & Victoria Thomas
Aunge Thomas, Staff, Former Faculty
Sarah & Will Tidd
Timber Trails
Lucy Tompkins, Alumna TTS19
Suzanne Truman
Robert Underwood, Parent TTS19
Mariela Velasquez & Juan Ameijeiras, Parents TTS24
Hope Vicich, Parent TTS27
Maya von Wodtke, Former Faculty
Alex Wade & Amy Sue Martin, Parents TTS26
Allene Wagner
Genevieve Walsh, Former Board Member,  

Former Faculty
Katie Walsh
Amy Waterhouse, Parent TTS22
Angie & James Weikert
Michael Welp, Parent TTS26

Lydia Welp, Alumna TTS26
Amber Williams
Helen Wilson, Alumna TTS19
Kathy Wojcik
Erica Wright, Alumna TTS5
Yellowstone Physical Therapy
Geoff York
Kathy Young 

IN HONOR OF
Eliza McNair

IN MEMORY OF
Terry Miskell

IN KIND DONORS
Rick Alexander
Alta Group, Inc.
Big Sky Journal
Big Sky Resort
Blackbird Kitchen
Bronken’s Distributing
Paul & Betsy Brunswick
Cafe M
Dan Center
Chico Hot Springs
Vince Close
Corx
Country Bookshelf

The Traveling School is a 501c3 organization. 
EIN 81-0544729

Fisher Blacksmithing
Flowing Fibers Therapeutic Massage
Debby and Josh Greene
Kristine & James Hall
Jim Hammer
Heyday
Indulgence Beauty Bar
Bruce & Laura Johnson
Knickerbocker Woodworking
Kent Levi
Kenyan Jones
Kids Coffee Company
Richard Lackey
Randy & Shelley La Ferr
Wade & Nancy Lykkehoy
Emily Mallory
MAP Brewing Company
Marina Kessler Jewelry
MiDi Photografi
Molly Berndt
Monkey Business Montana
Montana Ale Works
Montana Ballet Company
Montana Whitewater
Momentum Physical Therapy
Natural Exposures Photo Tours
Shannon Ongaro

Red Ants Pants
Renee Becht Designs
Jennifer Royall
Elise Strong & Adrian Utsch
Seabring & Colin Davis
Simone Davis
Kirsten Smith
Sungate Integral Coaching
Ted’s Montana Grill
The Falls Resort, Costa Rica
The Great Rocky Mountain Toy Company
The Wine Gallery
Todd M. Schilling Design
Ed Tompkins, CFP
Two Leaves and a Bud
Vino Per Tutti
Wave Train Kayak Team
Wild Blume Flowers
Youngs Market Company, Jason Kilmer & John Knight 
Zocalo Coffee House

FOUNDATIONS & GRANTS
Pumpkin Hill Foundation
Owen M Johnson Family Foundation
The Oregon Community Foundation
The Bozeman Area Community Foundation

C H E C K 
Made out to The Traveling School.  

Mail to: PO Box 7058, Bozeman, MT 59771 

O N L I N E 
www.travelingschool.com/donate or text TTS to 41444 to  

be re-directed to our online giving page.

G I F T  O F  S T O C K 
Stock donations are made through our financial institution, DA Davidson. 

Contact us for account number and DTC code for transfer.

E M P L O Y E R  M A T C H I N G  G I F T 
As a nonprofit, we qualify for employer matching gifts. Ask your  

employer if such a program exists.

Q U E S T I O N S ?  C O N T A C T  U S .  
406.586.3096

facebook.com/thetravelingschool  |  @thetravelschool  |  @thetravelingschool  |  youtube.com/thetravelingschool  |  info@travelingschool.com

W A Y S  T O  G I V E
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http://facebook.com/thetravelingschool
https://twitter.com/thetravelschool
https://www.instagram.com/thetravelingschool/
https://www.youtube.com/user/thetravelingschool


C H A N G I N G  T H E  W O R L D  O N E  G I R L  A T  A  T I M E


